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Charles Darwin: His Life, Ideas, Family, Friends, and Critics
1. Course title:

. ) ) Science — History of the Theory of Evolution
2. General field of interest (e.g., Science, Music):

3. Curriculum Committee contact person:
Address: City: Zip:
Phone: E-mail:

4. Instructor or coordinator:  Laurent Hodges

Address: P.O.Box 1238 City: Ames, lowa Zip: 50014-1238
Phone:  515-292-1700 E-mail: Lhodges@iastate.edu

Brief background of instructor (all or part of this will be used in the catalog):

Laurent Hodges is professor emeritus of physics at lowa State University. He has an A.B. in
chemistry and physics and a Ph.D. in physics from Harvard University. In 39 years at ISU he taught
physics, environmental studies, and solar architecture courses and carried out research in condensed
matter physics, environmental physics, and solar energy. He was the author of a textbook,
Environmental Pollution.

S. Course description that can be used to advertise the course in the catalog (you may revise this later if
you wish).

2009 will be the “Year of Darwin,” marking his 200" birthday and the 150" anniversary of the
publication of his seminal work, The Origin of Species. This course will focus on Darwin’s very
ordinary yet remarkable life, the development of his main ideas, his numerous books, his family, his
close colleagues, and his main critics.

6. Specific topics to be covered in the number of classes proposed:
About 8 classes, tentatively:

(1) Darwin’s family and early life

(2) Sir Charles Lyell, geologist; Voyage of the Beagle

(3) Joseph Hooker, botanist; early work on transmutation

(4) Thomas Henry Huxley

(5) The origin of The Origin of Species

(6) Alfred Russel Wallace

(7) Criticisms of Darwinism

(8) Darwin’s later work and reputation



This paragraph should be on page 2. If you needed more space than was provided on page 1, this paragraph will have moved
to page 3. To move it back to page 2, click before the first word of this paragraph and press Backspace to remove the page
break.

7. Preferred e ) 0
classsize: ~ 15orless 1625 X 26-35 'K 36-45 K 46-55 K 55 ormore
8. Preferred session Again
(include year) : X Sept.-Nov. OK Jan.-Feb. ? March-May
9. Preferred number of o)
weeks and sessions: 4 weeks K 6 weeks X 8 weeks
X Once a week Twice a week

10. Check preferred class time. Put N/A where you are not available.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday = Thursday Comments
9:00-10:30 No real preference on
11:00-12:30 day, but would prefer
1:00-2:30 one of the afternoon
3:00-4:30 X sessions.
11. Recommended textbook (if any):  None; participants will be encouraged to choose one or more

books by or about Darwin or his colleagues from a
recommended list to read and use as source of comments in
class; internet sources will be provided

Where to obtain:

Cost of textbook:

Students will pay: Instructor College for Seniors when registering

12. Copying:

If a large quantity of printed materials is proposed, materials may be offered as a packet to be handed

out at the beginning of the semester. Cost of printing, if substantial, may be added to cost of course.

Estimated number of pages to be copied for each session:  Just a couple of “syllabus” pages
with an internet “course site”” and
links, probably including pdf or
PowerPoint files participants can
download for reference.

13. Requested equipment (Podium with microphone, chalk, and dry-mark pens are provided at
Scheman and ISU Foundation locations.)
Please check choices. (A more detailed form will be provided for your use before classes begin.)

NOTE: If using PowerPoint, you must provide your own computer. I will.

DVD player X LCD projector 35mm slide projector
VHS player Elmo (opaque) projector X? Lapel microphone



CD player Overhead transparency projector X  Laser pointer

14. Please list any potential guest presenters and city in which they live:
Probably no guests, but if so, ISU personnel; I will check if a historian of science such as David
Wilson is appropriate and available to give another perspective.

15.Is travel reimbursement requested? Yes No
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